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effulgence of that Personality, who takes pleasure only
in his Self, dazzles their eyes and sweeps away pride,
egotism, and narrow-mindedness from their minds.
Consequently they find no opportunity to create sects
and party factions. They are content to offer him their
heart's worship, each in his own fashion.
Disciple: Sir, do the devotees of the Avatara, then,
view him differently notwithstanding their knowing him
to be God, and does this lead the succeeding generations
of their followers to limit themselves within narrow
bounds and form various little sects ?
Swamiji: Quite so. Hence sects are bound to form
in course of time. Look, for instance, how the followers
of Chaitanya Deva have been divided into two or three
hundred sects ; and those of Jesus hold thousands of
creeds. But all those sects without exception follow
Chaitanya Deva or Jesus, and none else.
Disciple: Then, perhaps, Shri Ramakrishna's follow-
ers, too, will be divided in course of time into various
sects ?
Swamiji: Well, of course. But then this Math that
we are building will harmonise all creeds, all standpoints.
Just as Shri Ramakrishna held highly liberal views, this
Math, too, will be a centre for propagating* similar ideas.
The blazing light of universal harmony that wrill emanate
from here will flood the whole world.
While all this was going on, the party reached
the Math premises. Swamiji took the casket down from
his shoulder, placed it on the carpet spread on the ground,
and bowed before it touching the ground with his fore-
head. Others too followed suit.
Then Swamiji again sat for worship. After going
through the Puja (worship), he lighted the sacrificial fire,
made oblations to it, and himself cooking Payasa (rnilk-
rice with sugar) with the help of his brother-disciples,